@ongress of the United States
Washington, DA 20515

July 18, 2017

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen The Honorable Nita Lowey

Chairman Ranking Member

Commiltee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

H-405, Main Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington D.C. 20515

The Honorable Kay Granger The Honorable Pete Visclosky
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Defense Subcommittee on Defense

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

H-405, Main Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen, Chairwoman Granger, Ranking Member Lowey, and Ranking Member
Visclosky:

As Members representing districts affected by the U.S. military’s historic use of perfluorinated chemicals,
we write to request your support for an appropriation of $7 million to launch a nationwide health impact
study conducted by the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) in FY2018. Our
service men and women, veterans, and other affected constituents deserve answers about how they and
their children may have been affected by these chemicals, which the Environmental Protection Agency
classifies as emerging contaminants.

Beginning in the 1970s, more than 600 U.S. military fire training sites used Aqueous Film Forming Foam
(AFFF), a firefighting foam that contained perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctanesulfonic
acid (PFOS). Testing conducted by the Department of Defense at many of these sites has found
groundwater levels of PFOA and PFOS that exceed EPA guidelines. In fact, a 2016 study by researchers
at Harvard University’s Chan School of Public Health and Paulson School of Engineering and Applied
Sciences found that public drinking water for six million Americans exceeds the EPA’s lifetime advisory
limits for perfluorinated chemicals.

Because of the broad scope of PFOA and PFOS use by entities including the U.S military, contaminated
drinking water now poses a nationwide public health threat. According to the American Cancer Society
{ACS), PFOA is especially problematic ‘“because it can stay in the environment and in the human body
for long periods of time.” Numerous peer-reviewed studies indicate health dangers of perfluorinated
chemicals, including links to testicular, kidney, and thyroid cancer and impaired immune system
performance. However, ACS says “more research is needed to clarify these findings,” because a
comprehensive, long-term study of the health impacts of PFOA and PFOS has not yet been conducted.
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That is why we see a clear and pressing need for a longitudinal ATSDR study of this serious public health
concern. Our service men and women, veterans, and other constituents who have been exposed to
perfluorinated chemicals deserve answers on both the short- and long-term health impacts of these
contaminants. Such a study’s findings could give them information they need to take proactive measures,
such as more frequent cancer screenings, to protect their own and their children’s health.

Unfortunately, these emerging contaminants were used at sites across the United States. However, now
that we have established that groundwater contamination exists and that the current body of evidence
indicates a clear danger of long-term health risks, we can begin to remedy past mistakes by launching this
much-needed study with this $7 million investment in our troops, our veterans, their families, and affected
civilians.

Sincerely,
Cond Stz s Lot
CAROL SHEA-PORTER BILL KEATING
Member of Congress Member of Congress
W A"_*AB—‘\ .
MARK TAKANO AMI BERA
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SALUD CARBAJAL ANN MCLANE KUSTER
Member of Congress Member of Congress

BRENDAN BOYLE 'a SEAN PATRICK MALONEY

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PAVL COOK
Member of Congress Member of Congress

w—
DANIEL T. KILDEE |
Member of Congress
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